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Karin Stanton | Hawaii 247 Confribuling Editor

Jean Hartley likes to get out and do things. The T0-something former college teacher is

i LifeSirrel Brands recalls el and
nod one 10 it at home and crochel or do crossword puzzles

vegetanle choppers due 10 130eraion

For Hamley, however, sach excursion has be o carehully planned. From grocery hazard. soid al Sam's Club

shopping to covering the Ironman World Triathlon Championships as a freelance

wriler, she has to plot and prepare Kaalalalua forast e updabe (Jan. 21)

Hamley 15 a pohd sunavor and lately inds it mone difficult 1o walk more than a lesw dozen
steps. She relies on two other modes of transporation - a red VW Bug and her shimy
red Go-Go Ultra X electric scooter

Kengd suppors withdrawal of spigad Dl

Recently, Hartley found a way to take full advantage of both four-wheeled vehicles, With
a little help from a couple of local mechanics, the scooter now can be stored in the
trunk of the shimy red VW, attached to a hydraulic it and easily taken ouf so Hartley
can zoom argund shops and along Kailua-Kona's streets

This istand 15 not disabiity-inendly if vou have a physical irmatabon. The geography of
the island makes accessibility a big issue,” she said. Tm just an example of a person
who sohved my wuigue ranspofaton needs, The apphcation here s, ol | can dait,
others can also search for any oplions to being house-bound.”

Hartley is used to asking “how many stairs?," "can | please have an aiske seat?” and “is
there an ekevalory




I'm good for walking maybe 30-40 feet,” she said, "Even going to the movie theater,
the movie | want o see is alvays in the theater furdhest away from the enfrance. By the
time | get there, I'm just pooped |

Mowe, with her new scooter-in-a-bug irmention, Harley's workd has opened up.

“It's bought such great independence and freedom, It's really all about confidence” she
said. | can go to movies by myself, | can shop by myself. | can goto Kahaluw Beach

Park by mysel”

Harlley really likes to use those words: *l can.”

“If you've been dizabled a long time, it's so easy to get stuck in the negative,” she =aid.
It can be such a huge shadow over everviiing you are and everviong you do.”

Even a manual wheelchamr iso't the answer for people ke Hartley, who want (o bein
the thick of the action wherever it is.

The Big island presents a long list of barriers, including sand, lava rock, and uneven or
non-existant sidewalks. Many homes are two-story post-and.pier struclures. And, of
course, on an island made up of five volcanoes, everything is on a slani.

Sunviving the polio that struck her down in childhood was just the first batile. Every day
sinCe has included some up-hill obstacke, Until now, Hartley has faken it as it comes,
raised her children, taught her classes and shopped for her groceries.

All the while, she has fought off the muscle weakness, the pain and the energy loss

each day meles out,

Traditional medicineg has few answers for the B0 percent of adull polio sundwors whao
expenence these symploms. Hartley relies on physical therapy, massage,
acupunclure, vitamins and supplements to keep hersalf fit,

Just being fitis not enough for Harley. She created and maintains a Web site that
connedts disablad wisitors with accessible sea, land and ar achwlies along the Kona

Coast.

Then she started booking at her own challenges.

Zhe already had her beloved little WW Bug, which is not compatible with a manual

whealchair,

“That was nol the answer for me, | had no one te push a wheelchair and | could not Ift it

info my car,” she said.

With donations from the Kona Mauka Rotary Club and Hilo and Kona Adult Care, as
well as private gifts, Hartiey was able to purchase her scooter from Bannix Medical

Supply.

A team of auto wizards worked to complete the comversion. Waimea Auto
Center/Thunder Alley Auto installed the hitch and lydraulic it on the back of the W,

They were able to install the hitch and hydrauliic &t to the back of the YW without having
fo make allerations to the car. They devised a way to safely, carefully and easily get the
scooter into and out of the car at the touch of a remeote confrol devise.,

Ron Meyers at Big lsland Uphalsteny and the team at Evropean Auto put on some
finishing touches and the scoaterin-a-bug was complete.

‘Thl:a_ﬁve guys were ust fantastic,” Harley said. "They really made my dréams coms

e

Within five months of the idea, Hartley and her wheels are good to go ... just about

amywhere,

Check oul Harlley's Web site at wew disabladadveniureshawan com
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Jean Hartlay vsas the hydrawlic iRt to stow her scoater in her car. (Hawaii 247
phota by Karin Stanton)



